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Letter from the President
Charles (Chuck) R. Myrick

MAY 21, 2009

Minutes from 2 Hello Esprit:
March and April
EZZELZ' Body | would like to thank Kevin Wiley for preparing the ballots and for handling the election

last week. The following members were elected on May 12, 2009 to serve for the
next two years:

Chicago Trip— 4

Fundraiser Details . .
President Charles R. (Chuck) Myrick
Vice President —open

Aspen/Snowmass 5 . L

2010 Treasurer Christal Howard-Wiggins
Financial Secretary -open

CMSC Tripand 6 Recording Secretary Ebony Hood

Tour Agreement
Parliamentarian Pat Byrd

Washington Post 7 . . .

Article By Garry Trip Coordinator Yonna Fields
Member-at-Large Don Fenderson

The Parliamentarian will install our newly officers during our June 9, 2009 General
Body meeting. | want to thank all of our members that came and voted on May 12. |
am especially grateful to have been elected to serve as president of Esprit for a sec-
ond term. Thank you.

During the next two months | will be telephoning some of you to peak your interest in
filling some of the open Executive Board positions. In addition to filling the open E
Board position, we will also be looking for volunteers to chair some of our standing
committees.

Meeting & Event Dates

June 2, 2009 Executive Board meeting 6:30PM-8: 30PM.
June 9,2009 General Body meeting 6:30PM-8: 30PM.
June 26-28, 2009 “Taste of Chicago” Trip to Chicago, IL

July 2009 No meetings in July.

(Continued on page 3)




Approved Minutes from the March 3, 2009 General Body Meeting

Esprit "The Ultimate” Ski & Sports Club
General Body Meeting

Shaker Heights Library

Tuesday March 3, 2009

7:30pm-8:30pm

Minutes

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:30pm.
2. Pat Byrd led the group in prayer.
3. There were no visitors present.
4. Committee Reports
(A) Financial Report

(1)February 28, 2009-The CD total was not mentioned on the report. Chuck advised the group of the current balance
$11,500.96 with a 2008 earnings of $421.70. Dot Anderson motioned to accept report. Thomas Wiggins 2nd the motion,
report was accept by the group.
(B) Minutes were read over by the members. Don Fenderson motioned to accept the minutes and they were passed with-
out opposition from the group.
(C) Trip Reports

(1) Seven Springs, Chuck Myrick read the report in Kevin Wiley’s absence. There were 36 people total including 16
children with 5 boarders and 1 ski/boarder. It was a great time had by all.

(2) 2010 NBS Summit- In the absence of Yonna Fields, Chuck advised that the dates will be February 20-27, 2010,
hosted by: Winter Park
Plan to spend between $1,500-$1,800 for the week with a condo. More info. to follow.
(D) Membership- In the absence of Paul Logan, Chuck advised that there will be a roster given out at the next member-
ship mtg. Christal advised that member’s birthdays haven't been acknowledged because of outdated membership info.

5. Fundraisers

(A) MLK-Weekend, Christal Wiggins- The trip dates are Jan 23-24, 2010 to Holiday Valley and Seneca Casino. Two
days of skiing, gambling and shopping. It will be very cost effective to secure room rates early. Please sign up! (See
flyer for details.)

(B) Taste of Chicago, Don Fenderson- The trip dates are Jun 26-28, 2009. It's suggested to plan your personal ven-
tures for this trip early. About 20 people are signed up and seats still need to be sold! All monies are due by the May
mtg. A detailed trip itinerary will follow.

(See flyer for details.) *Additional info. for participating in the Race to Taste 5k on Sun. 6-28-09 was provided by Ebony
Hood (See flyer for details)

6. President's Report
(A) Meeting Date Changes- April 7Tth, 2009 E-board mtg. @ 6:30, General body mtg. @ 7:30 (Happy Birthday Peggy!)
We will return to regular mtg. format in May, E-board mtg. 5-5 and General body mtg. 5-12.

(B) May Election- The chairs of V.P., financial secretary and member @ large are open. Nominations will be taken from
the floor for all officer positions and committee chairs. Currently, the runners are: Chuck Myrick-President, Pat Byrd-
Parliamentarian, Christal Wiggins-Treasurer and Ebony Hood-Secretary.

(C) Event/Trip Planning- The date of the meeting will be 5-5. Due to rising cost we may choose more local overnight
outings. Please keep in mind that Peggy will always head Peek-n-Peak and Christal will always head the MLK-Weekend.
While bringing your ideas for even please include estimated cost and return for the venture. The club is not looking to
front costly unsecured ventures. Ticket sales have become weak but we may gain support from non-skiing travelers.

7. Old Business
(A) There are still hats available in 2 different sizes. Please see Chuck for purchases.

(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2)

(B) The Sign-up Party will be held earlier this year on a Saturday in Oct. with food and socializing.
8. New Business The club may sponsor Ebony Hood and her mother for the Chicago 5k in an effort to promote the club.
A decision will be made after the cost has been verified.
9. The meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm. Motioned by Ray Craig and 2nd by Peggy Vauss.

In attendance:
Don Fenderson
Paula McGhee
Sheila Craig
Ray Craig
Christal Wiggins
Thomas Wiggins
Anita Curry
Sandra V. Foster
Charles Myrick
Pat Byrd

Dot Anderson
Peggy Vauss
Ebony Hood

v

(Continued from page 1)

August 4, 2009 Executive Board meeting 6:30PM: -8:30PM.
September 1, 2009 Executive Board meeting 6:30PM-8: 30 PM.

September 8, 2009 General Body Meeting 6:30PM-8: 30 PM.

All meetings are held at the Shaker Heights Library

My warmest regards,

Charles R. (Chuck) Myrick



THE ULTIMATE SKI AND SPORTS CLUB

PRESENTS ANOTHER FANTASTIC TRIP 10 THE
WORLD’S LARGEST FOOD FESTIVAL

+CHICAGO

trip with chcices of sightsceing, theater, shopping, fine dining, 2tc.

JUNE 26- JUNE 28, 2009

The $359.00 includes a deluxe 55 passenger Great Dav Tours
roundtrip ceach with refreshments en route, double occupancy

= accommodactions in Chicago at The 4 Star Hyatt Holel (Barack

¢ | Obama stayed here on the night of his acceptance speech) with
brealkfast, and... hanging out wita fun people. There is also the
possibility of a quick shopping stop at the 200~ stores Auburn Hills
A Mall Outlet just ontside Detroit!

First deposit of $100.00 is due now or at the next Esprit meeting
| on the 2 Tuesday of each month at 6:30 at the Lee Road Shaker

Il Tleights Public Library. The final payment will he due at the May 12,
2009 Espril meeting at 6:30 at the Shaker Heights Public library.

FIRST COME FIRST SERVED. THE BUS FILLED UP

IN TWO WEEKS ON OUR LAST TRIP!!!!1!]
Departure’ Friday June 20 at 6 am. from Girear Day T.ines
375 Treeworth Blvd. Broadview Teights 44147
Phonc Number; 440- 526-5350
Directions: From (leveland: 77 South to Broadview Heights: Route 82 West Exit. Take
the right hand lane 1/8 of a mile. Turn right al the first lighl. freal Day Tines is behind
Tallyho Hotel. Return: Sunday June 28 at 11:00 p.m.
For more information, please call...

Don Fenderson-
Home: 216-371-7021
Cell: 216-402-3240
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CLEVELAND METRO SKI COUNCIL

ASPEN / SNOWMASS

Colorado

February 6 — February 12, 2010 (Sat. — Fri.)

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
ROUND-TRIP AIR Clevaland or Akron-Canton to Denver
ROUND-TRIP BUS TRANSFERS
6= NIGHTS LODGING AT THE GANT
4 paople in a 2 badroom / 2 bath condo
4 DAYS OF LIFT TICKETS
Dplional 5-day skiing availabla, add $49.00 fo price balow
PRE-TRIP "ORIENTATION"
WELCOME RECEPTION
PARTY AT RESORT
PUB CRAWL

L A

"0._!'

¥ oW W

"0._!'

totaL packace cosT: $1159.00 per PERSON (9

Lanp oLy cost:  $829.00 per PERSON (™)

PAYMENTS: $259.00 DEPOSIT DUE NOW with Trip Agreement

TOTAL PACKAGE LAND ONLY

525000 with Trip Agreement $250.00 with Trip Agreoment
$300.00 due October 20, 2000 $300.00 due Dctober 20, 2000
%£300.00 due November 20,2000 £300.00 due December 16, 2000

$300.00 due Deceamber 16, 2000

("} Price d0es Not INClude any asolional almport of fuel Surcharges, which may be
by the alrlines at the Ame of the trip depanune of change 1o CUrTency rae.
("} Price 4025 Not INCIUGE 3N ASS0CEE Non-refundable membership fee charged o
non-CMSC club members. See Trip Agreement for detalls

{"} Exira aifline baggage charges not Included
i Alr on Unked might chanpe to Southwest

() ASPEN AIR AV AILABLE AT HIGHER RATE
(") Please contact coordinator beone golng after your own alr for ransker gmes

Make checks Payable to CMSC sand

Art Pokopac
3956 Troon Dr.
Uniontewn, Oh 44685

For information contact either:

Art Pokopac Bill Fry
330-699-4933 330-875-6564
pokieman (@aol.com welcomeaboard(@earthlink net

If possible, please include your e-mail address
More information will be sent upon receipt of deposit



CLEVELAND METRO SKI COUNCIL, INC. TRIP AND TOUR AGREEMENT

A DEPOSIT: Thea initial doposit
B IDENTIFICATION: E:hmmeMLF-TCLEHTE PASSPORT OR PICTURE ID fior presantaion at tha airport for dhaok-in.

Mo rafunds will be mada 1o W afieciod due to fallra i0 possoss idantification.
. CANCELL ATION W‘ Zki Council, Inc. (CAEEC) resories the towithedraw the tour, o refussiio
mﬂ;ﬂnqmunnﬁwﬂ&um: time, or maks changas in the publishod itinerary wherayer in thair solo

1o daparture time. CRHESE may 2dd supplemental cost such as but not limited to fusl surdharges, taoes,
d-?mdmmmbhmdhm
Il.lEm.lT‘l’ MEL is adting 2= agent for tha ﬂﬂmhl&hwhdm“hmm,
e ek f e, sy o st 1 s whl s o arewbar ok o i B
t'um'l:ur'l' pm:l:.pl'llhi-ﬁ.ml
E REFAUNDS:A li.l'll be mada o i tha trip is cancalod by CMEC sioapd and urlass where such cancallation & necossitated
ull:-.nd.i:l'nwhljumpnt.ly s cancedation or failure fo make Smaly payments. Failors to maks tmely paymants,
&t Irip chaisperson’s discration, may ba cancsdlation.
1) 'Whana applicant “cancals™ a1 ary fima and whese tha irip or four deparis with 100% capacily filled®) SHALL b antitked
hlhlrﬁlﬂhlliﬁ.ﬁmmmd.ymrnndty[ﬁﬂhﬂ."dh
2 'Wheeo ':l'rmh memmhmm ti trip o tour doparts with loss than 100% capacity
, andlwhara and senwes an inchadual who compleies applicant’s Top or Tour
ﬂw&nm LLI:n-nrﬂh:lhul.l ks @ 525 00 serdice charge and any oosl by CMEC bacauss

3] 'Whera applicant “cancals™ lkess than 90 ior io depariurs, and whera the inip or iour departs “unfilled”, and wheea
hmmdm.mﬂmmﬂmmﬁm EEF!HTEETFHF’I-.M&QJT?E.:#W
EﬂgﬂmmmmmnmmmmmnmﬂTmmEm 10N INCLUIDING IUMUSED
4] LODGING, LIFTE, OR OPTIONS. of whan resen afions are mada, a carcal mail, sant 1o tha iy
lﬂmiﬁmmmmﬂhﬂihtﬁﬂhqmm ﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂ;’* ml‘dmmplynm-

-lhg. applicant io
F. OTHER: CMEC chub mambers, an Assodala non refisndable membemship fee is 2500 singls, 525,00 family. ip o fow
mdlu!l.gmm:tnnﬁp:tmmnl:rdwﬁm;‘l . Aoy e

{FRINT YOUR COMPLETE LEGAL MNAME — IT MUST BE THE SAME AS ON YOUR PASSPORT OR DRIVER' S LICENSE —
ATTACH & COPY)

Checkonatmp: [} Aspen /Snowmass, Feb 6-Feb 122000 ' comsc ar CF own ar

Last Mama First Mame Middia Initial
Sireet Address

City Stale Zip

Homa Phone | } - + Work Phone | ) -

Emall Address:;

Ciub Mama Yaar Joined
Daie of Birth

Smoking Mon-smoking = sl Famale « Single Kamied
Aooming Prederence jwewhom)

In Case of Emergency, contect jpiease il oul):
Mama Phone | 1 -

Deposits will be acoepeed unddl wrip ks full. When tnp is full, your nams end Sepoeit will be held on & waiting kst untll there = an
ﬁ:lirg-pqmmhMHMmem It balanca 15 not recetved by this date, the people on the waliing list will be
ghven priority. The trip chalmperson will not call b remind you that your balanca is due. | is your raspansibility] Your deposit will ba
auiomaically forfaiied!

Enciosad Is my check for § (Make checks payahie i Cleveland Metro Skd Councdl,
inc.)

1 do hereby accept the foegoing ems of this agreement.

Sigratura of Appicant (i Applicant s under 21, hawa parent or guardian sign)

Sand agreement and check t0 respective rip leader of the wrp that you heve chosen. Addresses are locased In Indvidual
trip Bdverdisement displayed elsewhems.
Fev 41909



Black Travelers Join the Club
African Americans Looking for Great Adventures -- And a
Sense of Family -- Find Both in Organized Groups

By Gary Lee

Washington Post Staff Writer
Sunday, September 3, 2006; Page P01

Before buying plane tickets, booking hotels or checking out guidebooks, many African Americans are turning to a
source close to home to inspire their travel planning: each other.

More precisely, they are seeking out travel clubs run by and for blacks. After a post-9/11 falloff, organizations and gath-
erings promoting travel opportunities for blacks are reporting increased interest.

When the Black Boaters Summit, a gathering of black sailing fans, first convened in 1998 in the British Virgin Islands, it
drew all of eight attendees in one boat. For the eighth summit, which returned to the BVI in August, 115 participants in
14 yachts attended. When Los Angeles-based 4 Seasons West, a ski club with more than 1,000 African American mem-
bers, planned its winter carnival in January, officials hoped for 400 travelers; 800 skiers showed up for the Lake Tahoe
event. The National Association of Black Scuba Divers, started 15 years ago by District scuba aficionado Jose Jones,
has mushroomed to include 50 clubs across the country.

ones, a seventy-something retired professor of marine science at the University of the District of Columbia, explained
the clubs' appeal. "When you are black and venture somewhere exotic, there is always a deeper feeling of accomplish-
ment," he said. "And the experience is all the richer when you share it with folks that come from a similar background.
You can't help but have an incredible feeling of euphoria for how far you had to come to get to that point.”

Like their white-run counterparts, the mission of black travel groups is to provide travel counsel, assistance and camara-
derie for their members. For a modest fee, they typically organize social mixers, orientation sessions, sports and adven-
ture training, in addition to featuring two to six trips a year.

The excursions the clubs offer are far more affordable than those organized by individual travelers. For its annual ski
summit scheduled for February 2007 in Steamboat Springs, Colo., the National Brotherhood of Skiers is offering its
members rooms for $199 a night, discounted from $375. Lift tickets are $45 a day, reduced from the $75 a day for a five
-day pass that individual travelers would pay.

For a 12-day diving trip to Malaysia and Borneo earlier this summer, members of the National Association of Black
Scuba divers paid the bargain rate of $2,600 for round-trip airfare, lodging, meals, excursions and dives. "Because we
are well-established and have been doing this for a long time, we are usually able to offer rates of a third or more less
than what other travelers would pay," said Jones.

Although bound by the spirit of racial solidarity and wanderlust, the groups' focuses vary widely. Some are for the gen-
eral interest traveler, those seeking to explore destinations rather than indulge hobbies. But most specialize in a sport or
activity: sailing, motorcycling, tennis or other avocations.

In size, social makeup and structure, the clubs also run the gamut. Sankofa Odyssey, a District-based club that has or-
ganized sailing trips to such exotic destinations as the Greek Islands and the Grenadines, is at the haute end of the
spectrum. The Denver-based James P. Beckwourth Mountain Club, at the more earthy end, takes small groups hiking
or backpacking through the Rockies and other points west. (For more examples and contact information, see sidebar.)



Unsurprisingly, many of the clubs grew out of segregation or incidents of discrimination. Many black club organizers
reported being shunned when they approached predominantly white travel groups and so opted to create their own or-
ganizations. The story of sailing enthusiast Robert Jordan is typical. After taking boating lessons in North Carolina, he
tried to join a couple of mostly white boating clubs there. "They didn't exactly greet me warmly," he recalls. Five years
ago, the 41-year-old Maryland business entrepreneur and some friends started Sankofa Odyssey. Its 28 members are
all people of color.

"It's true that many of our clubs were started because we were not welcomed on many ski slopes," said Rose Thomas
Pickrum, president of the National Brotherhood of Skiers (NBS), an umbrella group of 77 black ski clubs across the
country. "But now most of those slopes actively court us because we spend money."

Washington and its suburbs, home to one of the most affluent concentrations of blacks in the country by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau's account, are a stronghold for black travel groups. D.C.-based Black Ski Inc., with more than 1,500 mem-
bers, bills itself as the largest gathering of skiers of color in the United States. Besides skiing, the group also sponsors
outings to local and out-of-town cultural events. Underwater Adventure Seekers, the scuba club also started by Jones in
D.C. in 1959, has grown from a handful of friends to more than 100 members. It has become a model for other black
dive groups around the country. More than a dozen black motorbike associations are based in the Washington area.

Every participant in a black club outing seems to return with a Black Travel Moment, a tale from a sojourn infused with
ethnic pride.

For Pickrum, the moment came during NBS's 30th-anniversary summit, held in Canada's Whistler-Blackcomb range in

2003. "When | looked across the mountain and saw black skiers everywhere, | couldn't help but remember when it was
tough for us to get on major slopes," said the 52-year-old Cincinnati banker. "Now they welcome us. The transformation
has been moving to watch."

ones, a veteran of 6,000 dives, remembers a plunge he took a few years ago off the coast of Fiji. Deep into the waters
off the island of Taveuni, sharks circled within a few yards, the coral was stunningly pristine and boldly colored sea life
darted everywhere. As much as the underwater spectacle thrilled him, what sent shivers down his spine was the boat-
load of African American divers who greeted him above. "The camaraderie sealed that experience for me," he said.

Even though more options for blacks to join predominantly white groups have opened up, many still prefer black-run
clubs. "When people have time for a getaway, they don't want to be careful about what they say or how they act or to
have second thoughts about what someone else might say," explained Eileen Crawford, a District psychoanalyst and
scuba fan who travels frequently with Deep Dreams Youth Program, a local dive group that introduces teens and young
adults to scuba. "These kind of travel clubs allow them the freedom to feel like they are at home even when they are in
a far-off place."

Another appeal of the clubs is the social activities they offer. Most of the local chapters hold cookouts, dances and other
gatherings. The annual NBS summit, the premier event for black skiers, always includes a schedule of cocktail hours,
live music and other entertainment. Most of the attendees at the Black Boaters Summit don't come for the sailing, ac-
cording to Paul Mixon, the California travel agent who organizes the event, but for the music and dance. "Not many of
us know how to sail," he said. "But we all know how to do the electric slide."

Many of the clubs also offer their members training, classes and a non-threatening environment to learn or develop their
skills in an avocation or sport. Carlyn Cole is a good example. An African American who lives in the District, Cole didn't
learn to swim or dive until she was in her forties. Now the 54-year-old is the president of Underwater Adventure Seekers
and takes three to four diving trips a year, often to foreign destinations. "I don't think | would have had the confidence to
learn those skills without the security of a group of like-minded people," she said.

Pickrum concurs. "If you're new to skiing, it's different learning it in a black group," she said. "You get a lot more nurtur-
ing."

Besides ethnic camaraderie and training in a supportive environment, the clubs make exploring different cultures easier
and more affordable. Over the years, Underwater Adventure Seekers has taken excursions to an impressive list of des-
tinations, including Egypt, Morocco, Fiji and Cuba. While independent travelers to such destinations have to hassle with
plane and hotel reservations, the groups typically have organizers who work out the details.

(Continued on page 9)



(Continued from page 8)

Most black travel groups attract a more affluent sector of black professionals. The James P. Beckwourth Mountain Club,
named after a 19th-century black trapper and mountain man, is an exception. Located in Denver, the club offers a wide
range of outdoor adventures -- including day-long trail hikes, overnight raft floats, mountain climbing and camping excur-
sions -- all at moderate prices. The club has a mentoring program that offers urban youth outings to national parks and
wilderness areas free of charge.

"We try to give people opportunities to see the beauties of nature who otherwise might not have access to it," said
Winston Walker, a spokesman. "We are aware that many folks can't pay much so we keep the prices as low as possi-
ble."

Over time, the clubs have become a powerful bonding experience for members from across the gamut of socioeco-
nomic backgrounds. Many of the ski groups have a story of members who have met in a club gathering or excursion,
dated and eventually married. Some of the early black scuba club organizers now have children -- and grandchildren --
who are club members.

The experience is infectious, according to NBS president Pickrum. "People find that once they get into the spirit of what
we do it be- _ A comes a
central focus of : their lives."

| Washington

Members of Black Ski Inc., a travel group, gather after biking in Maryland. (© Black Ski Inc.)
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" Ski & Sports Club
1

44191-4151
ritsportsclub.com/

or:
-Wiggins

6-681-8174

Happy Belated Birthday to -

Peggy Vauss

JUNE 2009

7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18
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28 29 30 31

If you would like to subscribe to our
your email address, please email the Editor at How-

Wig@sbcglobal.net .

2—Executive Board Meeting—6:30 pm — 7:30 pm

9—General Body Meeting—6:30 pm — 7:30 pm

26-28—Chicago Trip—FUNDRAISER
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